LESSONS -LEAR. ED FROM THE PAST FEW WEEKS 


The action: ef the past few weeks at Sir George Williams Uni- 
versity necessitates a serious assessment if we are to “learn and 
benefit from this experience. This pamphlet will attempt te develop 
an analysis of the actions of the occupying students, the adminis- 
tration's use ef these actions, and the implications of the events 
in the seciety as a whole, 

The events ef the past few weeks played into the hands of the 
administration fer various reasons. 1) The uncontested black 
nationalist leadership who exploited the prejudices ef both black and 
white students alienated a good deal of petential white support. 
Thus the black demands were seen as isolated from those of other 
students. 

The issue inherent in the five demanis was the racist nature 
ef our society which would have taken the problem beyond the con- 
fines ef the university and questionned the fundamental nature of 
capitalist society. To ignore this isolated the struggle to a mere 
question ef twe eccupied areas ef the university. It gave the 
administration and faculty a chance te manoeuvre witheut implicating 
themselves as part and parcel of our racist society. 

Because ef its anti-communist stand, the black nationalist 
leadership separated racism frem capitalism, therefere passing over 
the working-class demands ef the eppressed Canadian black com- 
munity, The leadership shewed their class interest in deing se, 
for this was in effect a demand fer blaek capitalism. This demand 

is identical te the anti-werking-olass demand ef Quebec natienalists 
who want te replace the English managerial class with the French, 

2) The new leftists, by equating isolated campus confrontation 
with the carrect methodelogy te achieve "meaningful social change", 
have dene exactly the same thing as the ruling class has been 
deing, namely, iselating students frem the werking class, Because 
ef its relationship te the means ef production, the working class is 
the only class capable of leading and accemplishing revolutionary 
change. Implicit in the new left ideelogy is "action" whether or 
net it ig effective in raising political censcicusness, Vis a vis 
S.G.W.U., the new left ideelogy allewed action te take place with- 
eut any realistic analysis, again isolating the aetien from student 
and working class suppert and allewing the administratien te 

capitalise on. this. 

We, members of the Merxist-Leninist eaucus, toek an opportunist 
stand by entering inte an unprinoipled alliance with the black natis- 
nalist leadership. Although we recegnized that nationalism ( because 
ef its own limited nature) in itself could net develop the struggle t ¢ 
an anti-imperialist level, nevertheless we fell for the "complete 
unity" line. We felt that criticism would split the movement and we 
would lose, but en the centrary we would have been made stronger, 
Because a Marxist-Leninist analysis would have been able to take the 
struggle past the isolationist and adventurist stage and threwn it 
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inte the community. It would have made many of the black students 
realize und accept a more progressive line and the struggle would have 
become more powerful rather than veing made weaker. We failed in 

this at first because we were caught up in a wave of emotionalism, 

not daring to criticize the black leadership for the reasen that 

they were black and oppressed. 

After intense internal struggle we realized our mistakes and 
then tried to offer a clear analysis, This was cut short by the 
senseless actions  «f the occupants in the 7th and 9th floors. We 
therefore would like to make clear our position on the actions that 
oceurred on February iith. We are against the idea of des"ruction 
of the university unrelated to society. This only serves the admini- 
stration's interest by undercutting the potential support ef other 
students and the working class. 

Now that we have attemp ed to analyze why the action played 
into the hands of the ruling class, which includes the administration 
and its lackeys, we will attempt te show the effects of this action 
and hew they have capitalized en it. 

In order to understand how the ruling class has used this in- 
cide::t a few terms must be explained. The correct communist position 
of today is te accept the Peeple's Republic ef China as the leading 
pregressive revolutionary ferce in the world. The ruling class attempts 
te slander communists by referring to them as Maoist, making it seem 
as if they are controlled by an e.il genius manipulating them as 
puppets, A communist force is the most dangerous instri tent against 
tAapitalist saciety. “Therefore “the TPuling class will attempt at any 

eee thie time to de: crey this force. The incident at S.G. We U. gave 

is oppor’ nity. The administration is now try ing to. black 

an ESAS oT Lage ug movement from developing en campus by screaming 
" the Mac'’sts have done the damage", trying to alienate the studenss 
frem the Marxist-Leninists. In parliament and in the press many times 
we hove heard the actien a t S.G.W,'. linked with the bombings in | 
Montreal as a “Maeist plot". This attenpts te alienate not only 
the students but also the werking ecicss from communism, It is a lie 
te a--use communists of instituting er supportins this “pe of actio:. 
if F246 not supported Ly the working class, 

"The vevolutionar; war ic a war of the masses; it can be waged 
only by mov ilizing the masse= and relying on the." 

(Mae Tse-tung, Se?-cted Works, Vol. I, Pg 147) 

The =>\ion was used by the ruling class to promote anti-communist 
and racist reaction amcr~st the wor’er:. It has e’se set back a poten- 
tial alliance betweer werkers and siadents. 

“ie $.L.C. has 47so pulled us out of U.G.F.Q., thus carrying out 
the administr ‘Jion's cons*-tent ctrategy ef sp i> ing and iselating 
rrgkressive forces. In this particular case net »only have the English 
students at S.G.W.U. been separated from their French counterparts 
but also an English instituticn has been isolated with-n the Quebec 
nation, wh*° . is prec minantly French. 

The actions at Sir George have set back a meaningful worker- 
student alliance - the only force that can create a university “hat 
will serve the people ‘r Quebec. 


S.G.W.U. Marxist—Tanini st faucus 


